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Lead Pastor Report 
Rev. Dr. Phil Styles 

“In a loud voice they were saying: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power 
and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!’” Revelation 5:12 
 
We are First Baptist Church Fort Erie!  Joy empowers everything we do.  We continue to 
work hard to overcome challenges and to advance the gospel and glorify the Name of 
God!  To our teams who work tirelessly in countless areas, we thank you!  You are making 
an eternal difference! ❤ 
 
Our church was established 80 years ago (May 31, 1942) by European refugees who had 
a focus to bless the nations with God’s good news of great joy!  Here is how we advanced 
those purposes in 2022. 
 
Provincial Lockdowns: 
On January 5, 2022, Covid-19 provincial lockdowns restricted gatherings to 5 people.  
Worship gatherings were limited to 50% capacity.  Even so, your Pastors and Board 
sprang into action to advance the good news! 
 
• Funds were raised so that we could make sound system upgrades to help our local 

and online audience hear and see the Word of God! Due to supply demands, the 
upgrades are still in progress.  Thank you to our generous donors and our audio/visual 
team for investing in this important Kingdom ministry! 

• Growth Groups continued to be a core ministry of care, support, and growth!  Melanie 
and I thoroughly enjoy the Growth Groups that meet in our home.  We treasure the 
relationships that give us hope and joy to face the challenges of the week!   

 
Easter – New Beginnings: 
Covid-19 masks were no longer required after March 31, 2022.  
Due to a wide range of feelings and fears among the public, we 
did everything we could to practice hospitality and encourage 
people who had been in isolation. 
 
• After church coffee hour began on April 3, 2022!  Thank you 

to our Social Committee who has worked so hard to bless 
the congregation with food, drinks, and fellowship!   

• We invited Welland and Port Colborne Baptist to join us for 
a Good Friday service on April 15.  I preached a sermon 
entitled, “It’s Friday… But Sunday is Coming!”  We had 
136+ people present. Afterwards, food was shared, and 
relationships were strengthened!  Many people said the 
service was very meaningful to them. Heaven smiled. 

• At Easter, we redesigned our Connection Cards with 
relational pictures and simplified our information gathering. 
The church website was updated with a way to “Connect with Us!”  We have also used 
French and Spanish in many of our worship services to welcome people. 
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• In the Summer we re-launched our ministries of Sports Camp (July 11-15) and 

“Church on the Lawn” for July and August.  Our aim was to reach our local church 
neighbourhood families and to offer the love, hospitality, and the good news of Jesus! 

 
“Go And Make Disciples of All Nations” (Matthew 28:20) 
We’re working to mobilize our church by empowering people to grow in their faith and to 
make disciples as Jesus instructed.  Here’s how: 
 
1. Engaging the Power of Prayer.  We gather for prayer at 10:30 AM daily as we pray 

that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and 
complete (Colossians 4:12-13).  We gather each 
Wednesday night for prayer meeting. We pray that your 
love may abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight (Philippians 1:9).  I choose to fast and 
pray each Wednesday morning as I abide in God’s 
presence and seek how we may live a life worthy of the 
LORD (Colossians 1:9f).  Prayer is our power source. 
 

2. Develop and Leverage Disciple-Making Tools: Covid-19 forced many churches to 
use an online platform for church services.  We have learned that many of our shut-
ins and people fighting sickness have enjoyed our online services.  
Therefore, during the summer, Pastor Adrien and I did an 
experiment.  We worked hard to provide a “10 minute” mid-week 
video devotion for our congregation.  We heard positive 
comments about the ministry so we asked the Board of 
Management if we could invest in Right Now Media. It is a 
Christian online streaming platform that provides over 20,000 
Bible study videos that can be accessed anywhere at any time.  The Board agreed. 
We launched the resource at Thanksgiving as a FREE gift for all attendees to enjoy!  
If you haven’t yet used this gift, check it out by scanning the code above. 

 
3. Mobilize the Congregation to Have High Impact: Every church has songs of 

worship and sermons.  Yet some churches are dying, and others are growing.  Why 
is that?  One reason is a lack of vision (Proverbs 29:18 KJV; Revelation 2:4-5).  When 
people don’t have their eyes fixed on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2), they are filled with doubts 
and are unstable in all they do (James 1:6-8; Revelation 3:2).  Therefore, I spent most 
of the year doing a sermon series on the book of Revelation.  Revelation is a high-
impact discipleship book. It is Jesus’ revelation and testimony (Revelation 1:1-2) – 
meaning, the focus is Jesus!  The goal was to mobilize the congregation to prepare 
for Christ’s soon return and to have a high impact in their ministry endeavors because 
the time of Christ’s return is near!  I know my heart was set on fire week after week in 
my preparations!  Why?  Because Jesus promised, “Blessed is the one who reads 
aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart 
what is written in it, because the time is near” (Revelation 1:3). Amen!  May we all take 
to heart what Jesus reveals and be mobilized to make an impact for God! 
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“The Son of Man Came to Seek and to Save the Lost” (Luke 19:10) 
In my times of prayer and fasting, I ask God to help us close the gap between those 
who are saved and those who are still on their way to Jesus. I understand our steps of 
faith to include i) salvation (Romans 10:9); ii) baptism (Matthew 3:13-17); iii) church 
membership (1 Peter 3:8 TLB); iv) and fulfilling our life purpose/calling (1 Corinthians 
12:7).  Here are some steps of faith that were taken this year. 
 
• We celebrated 2 baby dedications!  Baby Victoria of Jean and Violine Alix, and 

baby Brayden of Bethy Agenord were dedicated to the LORD.  As a church, we 
committed to partner with the parents in helping to raise their children in the ways of 
the LORD.  May the Name of the LORD be praised! 

• We witnessed 8 baptisms this year!  Azariah Spooner, 
Joseah Spooner, Nick Alix, Kim Smith, Don Chatten, Joshua 
Kibulu, Dermin Collins, and Catherine Hunt all said “Yes!” to 
Jesus and followed in the steps of baptism! Hallelujah! 

• We welcomed 3 people as FBC members - Harry Donatien, 
Matt and Heleen Fokkens!  We praise God for people who are 
taking steps of faith and Kingdom commitment! 

• Preparing the Way for Salvation Stories: Fort Erie has a 
population of 32,901 people (2021 census). Of that number, 
10,430 are children under the age of 19 (2021 census).  How 
are we going to reach them with the good news of Jesus?  In September, under the 
blessings of the Christian Education Committee, Melanie and I began directing a 
Kids Group (Grades 1-6) with the intent of reaching our church neighbourhood 
families. Our prayer is that children will discover the love and salvation of Jesus! 
(See Kids Group report). 

 
What is NEXT? 
We have a purpose to love God with 100% of our being and to love all people (Matthew 
22:38-40; Acts 13:36)!  We want to rally our congregation and community networks to 
join us in making a difference for Jesus!   We want to be a “do something” church!  Here 
are some corporate next steps of faith that I believe God wants us to work on. 

 
1. Fun-Raising: Many of you have entrusted the church with your hard-earned dollars 

in 2022. You are a generous church (2 Corinthians 9:7)!  But in a time when things 
have felt more uncertain than ever with inflation and housing costs, I want to call the 
church to rally around paying off the church mortgage this year! We owe around 
$80,000. God may have to bless some families and widen our donor base for the 
mortgage to be paid off, but I believe nothing is impossible for God!  Help us, LORD. 

 
2. Fortifying Our Community: When I consider how Jesus prayed for his disciples in 

his final days (John 17), I notice that Jesus didn’t pray for their church strategies or 
finances.  Rather, Jesus focussed on their ability to be connected in relationships. 
Jesus prays for complete unity among believers (John 17:23a).  Why is this 
important?  John 17:23b “Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me.” According to Jesus, the most effective form of 
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evangelism is our ability to bond relationally with God and one another.  John 13:35 
says the same, “Everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” Being relationally connected is of central importance to Jesus. 

 
HOW CAN WE CONNECT BETTER WITH ONE 
ANOTHER – FELLOW BELIEVERS?  We are 
passionate about Growth Groups and have 
invested in a Church picture directory, but 
what other ways can we raise our care for one 
another? The Deacons are in the process of 
launching a People Care Support Team.  We 
all have a role to play.  How can you better 
connect with fellow believers this year? 
 
HOW CAN WE CONNECT BETTER WITH NEWCOMERS? We are continuing to work 
hard to welcome people in different languages, providing Connection Cards, and 
following through once newcomers share their contact information. Join us in having 
an outward focus as a church by i) sharing God’s good news in word and deed; ii) 
inviting unchurched friends to attend; iii) and warmly welcoming all! 

 
HOW CAN WE CONNECT BETTER WITH PEOPLE 
WHO DON’T COME TO CHURCH?  It is hard to pull 
in a harvest if there are holes in our nets.  
Therefore, the leadership is in the process of fixing 
the holes in our nets through updating our Plan to 
Protect and our Constitution for ensuring an 
effective and efficient system of mobilizing and 
multiplying people. 

 
None of the above ministries would be possible without the incredible people of First 
Baptist Church Fort Erie!  I owe HUGE thanks to Pastor Adrien and countless volunteers 
who work tirelessly behind the scenes.  Thank you for you labours of love!  A special 
thank you to Nancy Haines for coordinating musicians for Sundays.  A big thank you to 
Cathy Geyer for all the support in the church office. A huge 
thanks to our Deacons and Board members who help the 
Kingdom ministry advance.  To all who serve our LORD with 
an undying love, we are deeply grateful!   
 
You are a GREAT church, and my family is deeply 
honoured that we get to play a small part in First Baptist 
Church’s great history!  We are cheering you on! 

 
With much love and joy, 
Pastor Phil Styles (Melanie, Jonathan and David) 
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Board of Administration 
 
January: (zoom meeting) 

• We supported Samira Mohammedi on her mission trip with YWAM 
• The 2021 budget was approved – increased by 4.1% over last year. 
• Church roof was badly damage by a storm on Dec. 11, 2021.  The estimated cost 

to repair is $23, 477.87.  Repairs to be done by A1 Quality Roofing as soon as 
the weather is suitable 

• The date was set for the annual meeting - Feb 20 after church – no lunch 
provided in keeping with COVID restrictions, and to keep the meeting carried out 
in a timely fashion 

• A new fire extinguisher was purchase.  We pass the fire inspection with no 
problems 

 
February:  

• date of annual meeting was changed to March 27, as the COVID restrictions 
have been eased 

• Samira Mohammedi qualifies for a Scholarship as she attends a Christian  
university and we have a fund for such purposes - $500 per year is the limit. 

• Our sound system needs to be given some serious attention as our “mixed” 
system doesn’t know how to interact with each other – several people have 
already said they wanted to give generously to such a project 

• Christian Ed reports that attendance is low for Sunday School; so, they will use a 
Junior Church format until the attendance increases 

 
March: 

• Purchased 20 tables and 15 chairs from the former Clarion Hotel.  Tables cost 
$20.00 each and chairs $5.00 each.  Our current tables will be shipped to Haiti, 
as well as, extra filing cabinets that we no longer need. 

• Good Friday service will be held here in Fort Erie with Port Colborne and Welland 
churches joining us. Pastor Phil will preach. 

• Discussion re: the 80th Anniversary – it was decided the offering would go to 
support Matthew House in their project to supply extra housing. 

 
April: 

• Jerry Spooner was nominated as Board chair and Alex Palma as head deacons.  
Both men accepted the nomination. 

• 80th Anniversary – Sid Latty (from CBOQ) will be the guest speaker on May 29th 
and the dinner/family night will be June 4th. 

 
May: 

• Decided to hold a congregational meeting at the end of June.  This will be a 
round table meeting 

• Church-on-the-lawn will held this summer on the last Sunday in July and August.  
Each meeting will begin with a barbecue. 



 

 p. 6 

• A new stove was purchased for the kitchen with private donations 
• Cathy volunteered to organize Vacation Bible School to be held in July 

 
 
June: 

• Alex reported that Ross has asked to be relieved of duties as deacon effective 
immediately 

• Matt and Heleen Fokkens are to be presented for membership on July 3rd.  
Harry Donatien was previously accepted into membership, and together the three 
will be accepted on the same day. 

• The heat exchanger we were expecting to replace has arrived, but it is a more 
expensive model and it was advised by Ayala Plumbing/Heating that it really isn’t 
necessary to replace it.  The heating portion works fine. It is the air conditioner 
that isn’t working and since it is only for the basement it isn’t needed as much. 

• We discussed a leadership retreat to spend time on where God is leading our 
church. We will look into the availability of Jericho House for a Saturday in Sept. 

 
July 

• Lilianna LaHay was hired to replace Nadia Milandu as church custodian 
• We authorized Pastor Phil to engage in a contract with Right Now Media for a 

one-year subscription for the church membership 
• The date of Oct 1st was set for a time of ‘fireside ‘chat regarding the church 

expansion. 
 

No meeting in August 
 
September: 

• Since the leadership retreat ended up being on Sept 17th, we did not hold a 
Board of Admin. Meeting.  The Leadership Retreat was an opportunity for each 
committee in the church to report on their goals for the year and for the year 
ahead. 

• A new church directory will be in the format of a photo directory done by the 
same company that did our 2016 one. 
 

 
October: 

• Joanne Pelissero stepped down as Sunday School Superintendent during the 
summer.  Gina Bien-Amie has accepted the position 

 
 
November: 

• There was concern over the declining finances in the past three months.  We 
needed to inform the congregation of the issue and draw attention to this as the 
offering is being received. 

• We will use the same contractor (Intuition Landscape Inc.)  for snow removal in 
the coming winter even though his prices have gone up 
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• The music committee has planned that we have a Music/Worship night on the 
last Sunday of each month that has five Sundays.  Jan 29th at 6:30 will be the 
first event. 

• The TEAM316! drama presentation was discussed.  The Social Committee will 
put on the feast. The dinner is being sponsored by a few families in the church.  
There will be a freewill offering at the dinner. 

• The deacons are seeking volunteers to become part of the CARE team.  A 
meeting will be called Dec. 3rd. 
 

 
December: 

• Marion Seburn submitted her resignation as church clerk effective immediately. 
Cathy volunteered to fill in until a new clerk is found. 

• Ted Boake also submitted his resignation as co-ordinator of the ushers and 
chairman of the Board of Managers.  Dan Cybulski expressed interest in filling in 
as usher co-ordinator.  The Managers will be without a chairperson until the 
nominating committee submits their report for 2023 slate of officers 

• Our goal for the evening was to look at the 2023 budget.  We heard from most 
committees in the church on what they will need financially in the coming year to 
carry on their programs.  A sub-committee (Jim McNair, Mark Haines, Cathy  
Geyer and Sabrina Spooner) was struck to finalize the budget. 

 
Submitted by 
 Marion Seburn and Cathy Geyer 
 
 

 
2022 Deacons’ Report 

 
Greetings to everyone from our First Baptist Church Fort Erie Deacons team. We are so 
glad that God has been faithful, kind, and loving with everyone in our congregation. As 
we all are aware, after what we call a COVID-19 transition is has been difficult to reach 
to everyone during this time the same way things used to be before the pandemic. Right 
after we started meeting back in March, 2022, we thought things were going to be back 
to normal right away; however, it has been a very slow transition for everyone.  We still 
experience, not only in our church, but also in our daily human relations that some of us 
still keep our distance with some people, some of us still wearing a mask in order to 
protect ourselves. Even though time has been difficult, we know that our God and 
heavenly Father has not left us behind and His hands provides us with shelter, 
protection, healing, strength and refuge.  
 
At the beginning of the year, God decided to start to make some changes in our team.  
The new chair of deacons (Alex Palma) was presented to the congregation. At first as a 
human vision we do not understand His designs, but in the end, “We know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according 
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to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  A few months later, we welcomed Karl Gutbrod as a 
new deacon. 
 
During this year, deacons have been meeting monthly, and working together with the 
board, the pastors and other committees in our church.  We have been blessed and we 
loved to serve our congregation in the following areas during 2022: supporting and 
praying with all our baptism candidates and with our new candidates who wish to 
become members in our church; helping in our baptism services; serving and 
participating in communion every beginning of the month; praying and helping our 
members when prayer or help is needed; calling and monitoring our care list 
periodically; supporting kids group, growth group and youth activities when ministries 
require volunteers; and providing transportation for some of our members and non 
members who would love to attend our church. 
 
Our care list has finally been updated, and it seems like we still have so much to get 
done. 2022 has ended, but 2023 is just the beginning of many more things to do in our 
church and community.  Our vision is to care deeply for our people and to reach out to 
those outside of our church who have never heard of the love of Jesus.  
 
It is a privilege to serve in our church.  Thank you everyone for appointing us as 
deacons of First Baptist Church.  
Blessings. Jerry Spooner, Karl Gutbrod, Will Val, John Mtshede, Alex Palma. 
 
            “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on  
             wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not  
             be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) NIV 

 
Submitted by 
Alex Palma 
 
 

Christian Ed Report  
 
This year we were blessed with a new member to our team, Melanie Styles, who has 
many years of experience working in children’s ministries. It has been a joy to work with 
her. Thank you, Melanie!  
 
Christian Ed met three times this year and had many dialogues through email.  
One of the main things in the CE agenda this year was how to reach community 
children and families. Melanie and Pastor Phil presented “the Kids Club” to the CE as 
an evangelical style program and we all thought it was a great idea! This started at the 
end of September and ran to the first week in December (for more exciting info please 
see Kids’ Club report). It has been great to see new friendships built among those 
attending and their openness to hearing how God works in their everyday lives. A 
special thanks to Melanie and Pastor Phil for their leadership and to our Lord for his 
direction. 
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Praise God for His goodness!  
 
Then this summer, with the resignation of the Sunday School superintendent, it was 
CE’s responsibility to pray and find an individual who had a heart for Jesus and for the 
children. It was with God’s leading we asked Gina to take over, and with much prayer 
and encouragement she accepted. Gina has since taken on this position and is doing 
an amazing job! Thank you, Gina, for your leadership and for your gentle and sincere 
heart for all the kids!  
 
Then Christian Ed made the decision to run with the drama the kids had been practicing 
the year before and were unable to perform because of Covid restrictions. Heleen 
Fokkens took over the directing of this and faithfully practiced with the Team316! every 
Sunday. Thank you, Heleen, for your hard work and heart for this ministry! On Dec 17 
and 18, the kids were able to finally present to congregation and community and what 
an amazing job they did! Thank you to all who were involved in practices and to the 
amazing kids of First Baptist Church!  
 
We also want to thank the leaders of our Teen Youth Group; Mark and Nancy Haines, 
Linda Cybulski and Julie LaHay for the amazing work they do in teaching and sharing 
the word of God and for all the fun and exciting outings they plan with our young adults.  
 
Thank you, Linda, for overseeing the nursery! Your diligence and patience in caring for 
the little ones is really appreciated!  
 
To our VBS team this summer! What an amazing job you did with all the kids and 
especially with making the community kids feel so very welcomed! You are a blessing.  
 
And lastly, to all our small group leaders! We are so thankful for your leadership and 
faithfulness in making disciples of all the people attending. Your work does not go 
unnoticed!  
 
Things CE are working on for 2023…  We had Linda Cybulski take a vulnerable sector 
training course, and she will be teaching key points to children’s ministries. Thank you, 
Linda, for doing this! 
 
CE will be looking to standardize all registration forms used by children’s ministries and 
looking to find an incident reporting form appropriate for all areas of the church!  
In closing, I want to thank Linda; Julie; Melanie and Pastor Phil for all their hard work 
this year and for the progress made in 2022.  
Galatians 6: 9 & 10 says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore; as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all people.” 
 
God bless and thank you for allowing us to serve the risen Lord! 
 
Joanne Pelissero  CE Chair 
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Team 3:16! 

Sunday School Report 
 
In September, I accepted the role of Sunday school superintendent, and it was with 
grace and love that I embraced my new role as a leader for Team 3:16! for the children 
at the First Baptist Church Fort Erie. 
 
We had our first meeting on September 30, 2022. The main focus of that meeting was 
to introduce myself as the new Sunday School coordinator and also to receive feedback 
from teachers and helpers for the future.  Joanne and Ron Pelissero, Linda Cybulski, 
Chacha Telfort, Gina Panizo, Heleen Fokkens, and Gina Bien-Aime were present. Ron 
opened with prayer.  I introduced myself as the new Sunday School coordinator, 
welcomed everyone on board, and commended them for their continuous faith, love, 
and Christ-like teaching to our children.  During the meeting, we discussed getting more 
people on board for teaching and helping, getting/updating our police clearance for the 
vulnerable sector for existing and new teachers and helpers coming on board, signing 
cards for the children’s birthday, updating the registration form for the school year of 
2022-2033, and teen attendance in Sunday school. We also discussed Linda’s future 
teaching on how to approach and help the venerable sector. 
 
Teachers from Kindergarten to Grade 3: Dalendie and Violine. 
Grades 4 to 7: Joanne P., Chacha, and Gina B. 
Teens: Ron P.  
 
Linda Cybulski substitutes between teacher and helper. Patricia, Gina P., Martine, 
Heather, and Naomie as helpers; and Elena on training for teaching. 
 
We are continuing with the “Bible in Life” curriculum, as we believe it inspires the 
children to know God at their own level and helps them understand, connect, and apply 
His words throughout the week.  Ron/Linda are continuing with the book of Proverbs for 
the teen. 
 
I would like to thank every teacher and helper for their continuous prayers, devotion, 
and teaching. After two years of no classes, we resumed Sunday Shool classrooms in 
September. We praise God for the progress. On average, we have 18 to 20 children 
and teens attend class on a given Sunday. Hence, we ask the church for prayers so that 
the words of God and His grace continue to flow abundantly over the lives of our 
children and teachers Sunday after Sunday in Christ, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus,  
 
We look forward to the year ahead and pray that His words remain and transform the 
lives of our children, teens, and teachers day after day, knowing that God makes and 
loves us forever and ever. 
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N.B. --I welcomed Gina P., Elena Saruc, Naromie Charles-Azar, and Matine Lubin in the 
role of teacher and helpers. A special thanks to Joanne Pelissero for her dedication to 
serving others.  
 
Colossians 3: 23-24. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from 
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
 
Gina Bien-Aime  
 
 

 
Kids’ Group (Grades 1-6) 

Thursday Nights from 6-7:15 PM 
 

Kids’ Group began on Thursday, September 29, 
2022.  The goal of the group is to be evangelistic 
and attract the church’s neighbourhood children.  
The Christian Education Committee empowered 
Phil and Melanie Styles to co-direct this ministry.  
This report will highlight both our strategy and the 
outcomes. 
 

Strategy 
• We Want to Build a Safe Environment (Matthew 18:6). Our nights begin with 

children and parents signing in at our registration table.  All children and volunteers 
get a name tag.  Volunteers have on red shirts that say “Here to Serve” so children 
know who is safe if help is needed. 

• It Is Invitational and Relational (John 1:46). Our nights begin with everyone sharing 
their name and answering a relational question (10-15 minutes). 

• We Want to Stir Amazement (John 5:20)! We have an activity that is fun, creative, 
and enthusiastic. The goal of the activity is to stir amazement. (30-35 minutes). 

• We Want to Bless the Children With “Healthy” Snacks (Matthew 15:32). 
Volunteers are encouraged to sit with the children where they can ask questions, eat 
together, and share in the joy of the children’s new learnings (15 minutes). 

• We Share Messages That are Relational and Invitational (John 4:29, 12:16) The 
night ends with a God-talk that is relational and interactive (15 minutes).  The initial 
talks were introducing the children to relational attributes of God that apply to our lives 
– like trust, friendship, and love. 
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• We Want to Involve the Children in Experiencing God’s Promises (2 Peter 1:3-
4).  On November 3, we introduced the children to Proverbs 19:17 which says, 
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward them for what they 
have done.”  We invited the children to bring 
in food items for 3 weeks to help the COPE 
food bank.  If they were kind, God promised 
he would reward them.  Several children 
made up flyers and collected food from their 
neighbourhood.  Some children did chores for 
parents or grandparents to earn money to buy 
food.  Some children could only bring in one 
can of food, but their faces lit up with joy when 
they were able to give.  God was true to His 
Word as they were all rewarded in some way. 

 
Attendance: 
We have drawn on 14 different volunteers in our 10 weeks of Kids Group.  We average 
about 7-8 volunteers per night.  We started with 11 children on our first night (Sept 29) 
and have grown to 29 children in attendance by November 10.  Our final night (December 
1), to which parents were invited, had 50+ people in attendance!  Our database shows 
that 37 different children have attended the Kids Group at some point. 
 
What’s NEXT? 
As our numbers have grown, we are now launching stage 2 of our Kids’ Group 
strategy.  We share this because the fruits of this ministry will affect the wider church. 
 
1. PARENTS/GUARDIANS have expressed their gratitude by what we are doing.  One 
community parent sent me a text saying: "The kids are so fortunate to have this program 
available."  Another parent told me that her daughter has come alive in her faith since 
attending our group.  We want to serve the parents too.  As such, we are launching a 
PARENTS’ SUPPORT GROUP.   This group will meet once a month in the New Year 
(first week of the month) in the sanctuary while the Kids do their program downstairs.  The 
goal is to encourage and perhaps provide some guidance in parenting skills/resources, 
or just to be present to parents who need a listening ear. This may also provide a 
relational bridge to draw the families out to Sunday services as well. 
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2. NUMBERS: As expected, our numbers 
have grown, and we now intend to offer 
"options" in 2023.  Some options that we 
would be interested in offering are: a craft 
room; a cooking class; athletic activities; 
relational activities like making friendship 
bracelets or doing nails; and etc.  The option 
format will help us grow to 40+ children. If we 
get the volunteers, we would like to offer 30-
minute activity options (6:15-6:45 PM) with 2+ 
volunteers per room.  All the kids come back 
for the snack and talk.  Is God tapping you on 
the shoulder to help us?  If so, please talk to 
Melanie or Phil Styles. 
 
3. SUNDAY BRIDGES:  We are going to start inviting the families to church in 2023 as 
we've taken the Fall months of 2022 to earn trust and respect.  The sermon series for 
2023 are intentionally designed to "welcome" new families who could use some tools to 
be better at life.  For instance, February is about "Turning Houses into Homes" as the 
messages are about marriage, parenting, and love in a home.  March is about "Love in 
Action" as we explore how to serve and care for one another.  My prayer is that our 
support ministries of Ushers, Nursery and Team316 may experience an influx of new 
children and parents who may be “new” to the Bible or church culture. 
 
It is a joy and privilege to serve your children, grandchildren, and neighbours!  All of the 
above ministry is only possible because of the great team of volunteers who help us out!  
Thank you church for your prayers, the budget to do ministry, the encouragements, and 
for inviting your family and neighbours to journey with us!  May the LORD of the harvest 
continue to raise up people who have a heart to serve the NEXT generation ministries! 
 
On behalf of the team, 
Phil (& Melanie) Styles    

 

YOUTH  GROUP REPORT FOR 2022 
 

Our Youth group (Grades 7-12) which meets on Tuesday nights for games, singing, 
and Bible study had a slow start in 2022 due to Covid-19 restrictions and we were 
unable to meet until March.    

 
Our average attendance from April to May was eight and from October to December 

was seven.   Julie LaHay is our Social activities Co-ordinator and our social events 
averaged 10 in attendance.  Social events throughout the year included a movie night, 
bowling, games night, an Amazing Race, Harvest night, and a Christmas Party.   

 
 Many of the teens participated in the Word of Life program by memorizing scripture 
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each week, having a daily quiet time, reading Christian books, inviting their friends to 
our events, and serving the Lord in our church.   This past year Azariah Spooner was 
awarded the Creative Discipleship scholarship by Word of Life Canada as she 
memorized 24 Bible verses, completed more than 16 Christian services, completed 
more than the 200 required days of the WOL quiet time diary, read three Christian 
books, and was a bold witness at school in addition to being faithful at youth group and 
church.  Congratulations, Azariah!  

  
Many of the teens have been actively involved in serving the Lord in our church.  

Some have helped with the children’s group, sung on the worship team, and presented 
special music.   Several teens helped out at the VBS/Soccer Camp in July, and 
participated in “The Night Shift Before Christmas” musical drama which took place in 
December.    

  
We have appreciated the help of each of our leaders – Linda Cybulski, Pastor Phil & 

Melanie Styles, Julie, Anna and Heather LaHay and more recently Ross Ingall. 
 
 Thank you for keeping our teens in your prayers as they strive to put God first in 

their lives.   
 

Respectfully submitted by Mark and Nancy Haines 
 
 
 

Senior Adult Fellowship Report 
  
This group was started several years ago, but with COVID restrictions there has been a 
two-hiatus.  Finally, we were able to start meeting again this year.  As the name 
suggests, this is a group that exists to encourage fellowship among seniors. Many of us 
choose to gather during the day as opposed to going out in the evening.   There is no 
fixed rule that one needs to be a certain age; so, if you are free during the lunch hour 
please feel free to join us.  
 
Once a month (usually the third Friday of the month), we met for lunch at either a local 
restaurant or at the church. We often have had a short devotional time which includes 
personal testimonies and singing.    During the summer months, we always enjoy 
getting out for a picnic lunch. This year we met at the home of Kim and Marilyn Smith 
for a potluck picnic. .At our Christmas meeting held at the Barrel Restaurant,  Nancy, 
Muriel and Mark led us in singing Christmas carols interspersed with a reading, a solo 
and two duets. I want to thank Ross Ingall and Joanne McArthur who offered their 
behind-the-scenes help in setting up and cleaning up for us when we had our meetings 
at the church.  
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In the coming year, I look forward to the Lord’s leading in having a missional goal or 
project that will bring blessings to others. Possibly, we may have opportunities to go on 
day trips together.  
  
Submitted by Cathy Geyer   
  
 
 

Vacation Bible School/Soccer Camp Report 
 
Our verse for the week was, ”But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect “ I Peter 3:15 NIV 

 
 
Before VBS/Soccer Camp started three goals were set: 

1.  outreach to our community  
           2. provide an opportunity for our own teens to take leadership   
               adults who volunteered were to be mentors for the teens and to assist with                        
                safety and discipline (which wasn’t needed) 
    3. clearly present the Gospel to children in a language they understand 
 
For five days, July 11-15, we had a fast-moving, action-packed program for twenty-two 
eager-to-learn children, half of which were from the community surrounding the church. 
The leadership provided by the teens was excellent!  We believe there were 
commitments made on the last day, but the raising of hands was confusing. 
 
We reused the Mega Sports Camp curriculum called “Get Ready” that we had used in 
previous years. The format was changed to meet our needs.  The Gr. 1-3 stayed at the 
church and followed a VBS format   They played games out on the church lawn, 
practiced soccer skills, had 10 minute “huddle” sessions and then a daily craft.  Huddle 
groups were small group conversations to get to know what kids were thinking.  These 
conversations reinforced the theme of the day and led to the Bible story they would hear 
at the end. Working with the Gr. 1-3 were: Xayvior LaHay, Milla Milandu, Pastor Phil, 
Melanie Styles and Julie Slade.   
 
The Gr 4- 6 students walked to Douglas Park for instruction in fundamental soccer skills 
and games every day. They also had huddle groups like the younger chilodren. Leading 
the Gr. 4-6 were: Kharisma Wilsonne, Gael  Wilsonne, Nick Alix, Joseah Spooner, Abel 
Milandu, Rob Miller and Pastor Adrien.   
 
Azariah and Joseah Spooner and Samira Mohammedi led the opening and closing 
rallies each day.  Thanks to Eva Gutbrod and Marilyn Smith for providing our snacks 
and Julie Slade and Karl Gutbrod who did registration and attendance. 
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A spin-off from our week  – Rob Miller was so impressed by the enthusiasm and skills of 
the teens that he and Pastor Adrien organized a trip for them to attend a professional 
soccer game in Toronto on August 13th.  Their families were invited to go and others in 
the church signed up too. Twenty-four people in all thoroughly enjoyed this trip. Thanks, 
Rob and Adrien! 
 
Submitted by 
Catherine Geyer 
  
 

 

Missions Committee Report 
 
Linda Cybulski, John Gunn, Eva Gutbrod, and Rob Miller provided leadership to our 
Missions Committee this past year to identify some goals and map out a course of 
action to achieve those goals. 
 
Presentations at the morning Church Service once a month were settled upon to keep 
the “Missions” aspect of FBCFE’s ministry fresh before each one of us, that we might 
uphold our missionaries in informed prayer and be in communication with them. These 
presentations took the form of brief addresses to the church via a member of the 
Committee (indigenous), video presentations (José, and Eric/Veronica) and personal 
presentations by Samira, Greg/Julie, and Anna, for a total of six meetings.  We are 
planning to continue this practice this year. 
 
Having been made aware at our One-Day Retreat in September of the need of a 
Missions Policy at First, we are undertaking this year to work on the preparation of a 
policy tailored to First Baptist Church and eventually submitted for church approval.  Our 
work on this undertaking begins this year—at the moment we cannot set a timeline for 
this work.  
 
Please pray for your Missions Committee.  Pray for our missionaries—financial needs, 
for difficult travel situations, for health setbacks that might affect their personal lives, 
family losses, safety issues in the fields of labour, churches on the mission fields, 
governments, salvation of souls —above all, that God would receive the glory and 
honour due His name. 
 
For the Missions Committee,  
John Gunn 
 
 
 


